7.   The Young Rebels

A characteristic which compels attention in
contemporary India is the attitude of defiance among
the younger generations. This is not confined to any class,
community or area, A tidal wave of rebelliousness has
swept through the land and affected men and women in
every sphere of life. The proverbial docility of the Indian
peasant has either already disappeared or is disappearing
fast. Indian labour now demands, and often exacts, a human
standard of life and treatment. The Indian student has lost
the tradition of submission and respectfulness. Women
are clamouring for equal rights with men. In a word,
the younger generations are on the march and recognise
none of the sanctions or the privileges of the past.

To older generations and persons in power, this rejection
of authority often appears as mere turbulence and in-
discipline. It provokes regret and at times horrified anti-
cipations of India's gloomy future. There is, however, no
historical justification for the attitude of the older genera-
tions. Old political ideas have crumbled. Old social stand-
ards have lost their compelling force. The old economic
system has been shattered beyond repair. Even religion
can no longer console as in the past. In every sphere of
thought and action, there is uncertainty, doubt and hesita-
tion* With old landmarks swept away, it is not surprising
that Indian youth is restless and at times even turbulent.
The perturbance of the older generation is not however
strange or unexpected. They were brought up in a society
based on the concept of authority* Status governed both
political and economic relations and status was immutable
as the order of nature itself. Even religion contributed
to the maintenance of the status quo by its emphasis on
revelation and sanction. Islam's revolutionary democracy
shook that edifice of sanction and authority but could not
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